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This  loading  ramp  is  intended  to  be  a  permanent 
cattle-handling  facility  and  must  be  located  where  it 
will  be  accessible  to  large  trucks  and  trailers. 

Bruising  causes  large  cattle  losses  every  year.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  cattle  bruises  are  caused  by  crowding, 
rushing,  or  bumping,  much  of  which  occurs  when  the 
animals  are  loaded  and  unloaded.  Nothing  causes  cattle 
to  balk  more  than  a  shaky  chute  or  ramp.  Thus,  a  sturdy 
loading  ramp,  such  as  this  one,  insures  quieter,  safer 
cattle  handling  during  loading  and  unloading. 

The  walls  forming  the  base  of  the  ramp  are  made  of 
concrete.  The  floor  is  also  made  of  concrete,  cast  over 
a  compacted  earth  fill.  The  part  of  the  floor  that  will  be 
used  by  the  cattle  is  given  a  roughened  surface  finish 
to  prevent  the  animals  from  slipping. 

Two-inch  plank  lumber  side  walls  are  supported  by 
heavy,  pressure-treated  wood  posts  set  in  the  ground 
and  securely  anchored  to  the  concrete  walls. 

An  elevated  catwalk  for  the  operator  is  provided 
along  one  side  for  convenience  in  driving  the  cattle,  ft 
is  constructed  of  2-  by  10-inch  pressure-treated  plank 


lumber.  All  fastenings  should  be  galvanized  to  prevent 
rust. 

In  hot  climates,  where  cattle  are  often  moved  at  night 
to  reduce  the  stress  caused  by  heat  during  the  day, 
provision  should  be  made  for  lighting  at  least  the  ramp. 
Where  electricity  is  not  available,  battery-powered  lan- 
terns can  be  used. 

Also  shown  in  the  plan  is  a  six-way  sorting  trap  that 
has  been  found  very  useful  in  guiding  cattle  to  various 
pens,  working  chute,  scales,  or  loading  ramp. 


Complete  working  drawings  may  be  ohtained  from  the  extension 
agricultural  engineer  nt  xonr  Stole  university.  There  nitty  he  a  small 
charge  to  cover  the  cost  of  printing. 

If  you  (to  not  know  the  location  of  your  State  university,  send  vonr 
request  to  Agricultural  Engineer,  federal  Extension  Service,  I  >. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.  20250.  He  will  forward 
your  retpuent  to  the  correct  university. 
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